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The following checklist enables you to analyse and evaluate a research article comprehensively. The checklist is designed to complement the content taught in your existing research modules and will therefore require an understanding of research terminology and the debates that surround it. Please be aware that the level of depth you go into will depend upon what level of study that you are working to and what the module objectives are. Accordingly, you may want to seek clarification of an any expectations with your module lecturer. You will notice that the checklist follows the order that most articles tend to be written in. 

	Article as a Whole
Researcher(s)
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	Here you are establishing the credibility and background of the researcher(s):

· Who is/are the researcher(s)?
· What is their background/experience? (watch out for using research which is in fact a student's dissertation/thesis. Instead, use the following two filters on OpenAthens: Peer Reviewed and Academic Journals).
· Are they a current academic? At which university? What is their specialism? What else have they published?
· Does the researcher(s) have any conflicts of interest? You may find information to help you work this out by reading the acknowledgements or in an ethics section.
· Who is funding the research? Is there likely to be any bias as a result? 
· What are the epistemological and ontological views of the researcher? Has this influenced the outcomes of the research?


	Article as a Whole
When
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	Here you are establishing if the research is still relevant:

· What was the date that the research was conducted?
· Was it written within the last 10 years? (some seminal dated research is still relevant).
· Has there been research since this was conducted that refutes or challenges the assumptions or conclusions that have been made?
· Has there been a change in the wider context such as societal influences or policy changes that would shift the implications of the research (you will need to consider subject specific influences independently)?


	Article as a Whole
Where
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	Here you are considering where the research was conducted and the implications of this:

· Where was the research conducted?
· If the location is in a different country, does that other country reflect the wider context of the country that you are referring to in your own work (for example, consider similarities and differences in: culture, economy society and political norms)?
· Are geographical considerations relevant to your subject?
· Are there academic censorship issues related to geographic location which would limit the potential outcomes?


	Article as a Whole
Publisher
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	Here you are establishing the credibility of the publisher:

· Who is the publisher? Are they well recognised?


	Review of Related Literature
Literature Review
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	The research is likely to be based upon existing literature in the field. Consequently, if the review (often titled Literature Review or Introduction) is not comprehensive, this could have implications for the research that you are currently studying. Consider:

· What concepts are included in the review?
· What type of literature review is it? What is the justification of the literature review?
· Are there any pertinent concepts excluded from the review?
· Are most of the sources of reference used primary ones, rather than lots of ‘cited in' sources?
· Have the sources of reference been taken on face value, or have they been critically analysed?
· Have the results of the references that have been used from various studies been compared?
· Does the review summarise the implications and need for the current research?


	Methodology
Research Question(s)
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	This could also include the terms research aims/objectives/hypothesis. Here you are considering why the research has been undertaken:

· Is the research question clearly stated?
· Is the research question contextualised?
· What type of research question is it?
· What are the intended implications of the research? 
· Who is the research aimed at?
· What is the significance of this new research?


	Methodology
Sample
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	Here you are considering how representative (generalisable/transferable) the sample is of the wider population that the research relates to:

· What is the sample size? Is the sample size adequate?
· What are the implications of the sample size?
· What sampling technique was used?
· What are the benefits and limitations of the sampling strategy? 
· Are the characteristics of the sample representative of the population that the research is aligned with? Consider if culture, age, race, gender, socio-political status etc. are confounding variables.


	Methodology
Research Design
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	Here you are considering the appropriateness of the research design to address the research question(s):

· What research design or framework was used?
· What were the benefits and limitations of the research design?
· Does the research design reflect ones used in similar studies with similar parameters?
· Does the research design reflect the epistemological/ontological outlook of the researcher(s)?
· How appropriate is the research design? Could an alternative have been considered?
·  For quantitative studies: What are the benefits and limitations of the approach used to address the research question(s)? Would an alternative approach be more beneficial? Were the data collecting instruments appropriate?
· For qualitative studies: What are the benefits and limitations of the approach used to address the research question(s)? Would an alternative approach be more beneficial? Were the methods of data analysis appropriate?
· For mixed methods studies: What are the benefits and limitations of the approach used to address the research question(s)? Would an alternative approach be more beneficial? Were the methods of data analysis appropriate?


	Methodology
Methods of Data Collection
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	Research methods are also referred to as research instruments. Here you are considering how effective the research methods are to address the research question(s).

· What methods were used? Was there a rationale for these?
· What are the benefits and limitations of the methods used? How will these impact the outcomes of the research?
· Are the methods of data collection appropriate for the study?
· Are the methods representative of similar studies in the field of study?
· Would the research have benefitted from additional or alternative methods?
· Are sufficient details of methods and procedures to enable replication by others?
· Who collected the data? If there was more than one researcher, how did they standardise their approach? How did they minimise bias during data collection?
· Is the level of reliability/dependability acceptable?
· Is the type of internal validity/credibility acceptable?


	Methodology
Ethics

[image: ]
	Here you are considering how ethical the research is. These factors could be documented in full, or the researcher(s) may just refer to the ethical approval that was gained:

· What ethical considerations were made?
· Has informed consent been provided and understood? 
· Have the rights of the participants been protected? For example, voluntary participation, anonymity, confidentiality, potential for harm, right to withdraw or partially withdraw. Pay special attention to working with vulnerable groups and with children/minors.
· Which research ethics board approved the study?


	Results/Findings
Quantitative
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	When reading the write up of the quantitative data (which is also found in mixed methods) consider the following:

· Does the data communicated align with the research aims?
· Is the data organised and displayed accurately and clearly?
· Are appropriate descriptive or inferential statistics used?
· Is the data organised for easy comparison and interpretation?
· Is the statistical analysis correct?


	Results/Findings
Qualitative
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	When reading the write up of the qualitative data (which is also found in mixed methods) consider the following:

· Does the data communicated align with the research aims?
· Are quotations, visual representations, reflections etc. organised and displayed accurately and clearly?
· Are the methods of interpretation aligned with the research methodology?


	Discussion/Analysis of Results/Conclusion
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	You may find that there are several different headings which relate to the discussion of the results including those opposite. Some qualitative studies combine the findings with the discussion. Here you are looking to ensure that the discussion relates to the research question(s) and accurate interpretations of the data have been made:

· How were the results interpreted? Are the methods of interpretation aligned with the research methodology? 
· Is triangulation evident?
· Does the discussion align with the aims and objectives of the study? Did the research answer the research question or test the hypothesis?
· Does the analysis of data reflect the criteria used for the specific research design framework/methodology that was used? You would need to refer to literature on the specific research methodology to establish the criteria.
· Have the researchers discussed the results considering the literature available in the field (and linked to the literature review)?
· Have the researchers discussed the significance of the research and considered the wider implications of it?
· Have recommendations for future research been considered? How could these help enhance the outcomes of the research?
· Have the researchers acknowledged the limitations of the study? You can use these to help critique the research as a starting point. Sometimes these can be found under a separate heading.


	Final Considerations
Establishing Trustworthiness
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	The preceding steps have been designed to help you determine the trustworthiness (also known as rigour) of a research article. This will help you make evaluative conclusions as to the generalisability/transferability of the research. Overall:

· Do you agree with the conclusions that have been made? Are they based on an in-depth review of existing literature, sound research methodology and well thought out analysis and interpretation?
· Are there any confounding variables which may have influenced the data that was collected, or the interpretation of the results and the subsequent conclusions that were made?
· Is there anything important that has been omitted (gaps) that would impact the potential influence of the research?
· Have the principles of establishing trustworthiness been met? Please refer to separate article for further information on this. 
· Finally, can you compare other sources to critique the research against? Find other sources that may agree or disagree; this is part of building an argument.











































[image: ]

image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.png




image11.png




image12.png




image13.png




image14.png




image15.png
[ ] . .
§ Colchester colchester.ac.uk/ucc JJ CSiuvesity cortre




