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You’ve established that you have identified a credible source. Use this checklist to help critique literature that you are reading and establish whether the features are advantages or limitations. Remember to ask ‘why’ and ‘what else’ as you go along. Please note that there is a separate checklist for critiquing research articles in detail. You can then use this to compare and contrast against other sources to build your argument. 


	
	Advantages
	Limitations
	Notes 

	Author(s): Intrinsic. 
· Who are they? 
· What is their background? Consider: professional experiences, personal values, political ideologies, experiences, culture etc.
	
	
	

	Authors(s): Extrinsic. 
· Are there conflicts of interest?
· Are stakeholders involved with funding/sponsorship?
· What are their underlying intentions? 
	​
	
	

	Context: 
· When was this written? 
· Where was it written?  Is location relevant for your assignment?
· What was the wider context at the time and does the text align with this? 
· Is the context representative of the context that you are studying? 
· Is the text still relevant? Has anything happened since this was written that would challenge the assumptions made?
	
	
	

	Written skills: 
· How well written is the text? 
· How objective is it? Does is provide a balanced argument?
· Does it address what it aims to address?
· Are the references that it uses appropriate and meet credibility criteria?
· Is there anything missing that is important to consider? 
· Could there be other explanations for the conclusions made?
	
	
	

	Impact:
· What is the overall impact of the text? How will it help the audience it is intended for?
· How credible is the overall argument?
· What inferences can be made from the text?
· How does this compare with other sources of authority on the subject?
· How could the text be improved?
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