Credible Sources of Reference Review Checklist 
 

Use this checklist to ensure that you have credible sources of reference and maintain academic integrity. If in doubt, always consult with your Lecturer: 
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​​☐​ Peer-reviewed journal articles 

​​☐​ Textbooks and other scholarly books 

​​☐​ Academic conference papers/presentations 

​​☐​ Industry data sources 

​​☐​ Reputable data sources 

​​☐​ Government reports or websites 

​​☐​ Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

​​☐​ Last 10 years (unless seminal) 

​​☐​ Industry data sources 

​​☐​ Level 4 or above (choose the right level) 

​​☐​ Sources from the module reading list 

​​☐​ Sources from the references used in an original text 
 
 




















Also consider:  
 
​​☐​ Is the data the most recent available?

​​☐​ Is the legislation the most recent available?  

​​☐​ Has there been recent advances which would affect the area being studied since the text was written? 

​​☐​ Avoid an over-reliance on website sources (unless instructed to). 

​​☐​ Avoid subjective sources such as:
Newspapers (unless relevant)
Magazines (unless relevant)
Editable sites such as Wikipedia
Blogs
Social media 

​​☐​ Avoid quoting from other students’ work acquired through essay mills.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]​​☐​ Avoid quoting from generative AI such as ChatGPT. Use it to help you find sources of reference instead. 
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