Critical Thinking Questions 
Questions to Generate Critical Thinking

Feel free to use this as a checklist of areas to consider when planning an assignment and directing independent reading. You can also use this to help you proofread your work. Make sure you use these in the appropriate context. 
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Describing Questions

· What is this about?
· What is the context/situation?
· What is the main point/problem/topic to be explored?
· Where does this take place?
· Who is this by? Who advocated this?
· Who are involved?
· Who is affected?
· Who might be interested?
· When does this occur?
· When is it appropriate?

Analytical Questions

· What are the different perspectives? - Why? What influenced this? What else?
· How did this occur? - Why? What influenced this? What else?
· How has this changed over time? Why? What influenced this? What else?
· How does this work in theory? - Why? What influences this? What else?
· How does it work in practice? Why? What influences this? What else?
· What is missing? - Why? What influences this? What else?
· What is required to make this work? Why? What else?
· How does one factor influence another? Why? What influences this? What else?
· How does this compare/contrast to...? Why? What influences this? What else?
· What other options are there? Why? What influences this? What else?
· What would happen if 'x' happened? Why? What influences this? What else?
 
Types of Influences to Consider During Analysis
· Legislation, policies & procedures
· Economics, resources and funding
· Societal influences, demographics
· Gender, race, religion, belief systems, sexual orientation, ages, accessibility, socio-economic status
· Politics
· Technological advances
· Environmental issues
· Ethical concerns
· Competitiveness, global impact
· Media coverage
· Stakeholders
 
Evaluative Questions

· What are the benefits of this?
· What are the limitations of this?
· What does this mean?
· Why is this important?
· What are the implications?
· How convincing is the argument?
· How successful is it?
· What recommendations are there?
· How and where can this be applied?
· What can be learnt from this?
· What should happen next?
· How and where can this be applied?
· What can be learnt from this?
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