	
	
	



Critical Thinking Phrases
 
These phrases are designed to help you structure your academic writing (and presentation skills) by showing the different types of thinking expected at higher levels. They support students in moving from describing (setting the context and outlining what is happening), into analysis (breaking ideas down and explaining how or why something happens), and then into evaluation (weighing up strengths and limitations to reach a justified judgement). However, these phrases are not fixed or rigid categories: they are nuanced, and many can overlap depending on how they are used. In reality, academic writing rarely stays in one mode for long. As you develop an argument, you will often move between description, analysis and evaluation within the same paragraph - for example, briefly describing an issue, analysing why it occurs, and then evaluating its significance or impact - so these phrases should be used as flexible prompts to guide your thinking rather than as strict labels. 


	Description
	Analysis
	Evaluation

	What is this about?
· This topic focuses on…
· This discussion is about…
· The issue being explored is…
· This section outlines the key features of…
· The main focus of this work is…

	What are the different perspectives? 
· There are several perspectives on this issue, including…
· One viewpoint suggests…, whereas an alternative perspective argues…
· These different perspectives may exist because…
· This difference in opinion could be influenced by…
· A key reason for this disagreement is…
· This suggests that the issue is complex because…

	What are the benefits of this?
· One key benefit of this is…
· This is advantageous because…
· A major strength is that it…
· This adds value by…
· This is particularly beneficial in situations where…


	What is the context/situation?
· This takes place in the context of…
· This issue has emerged due to…
· This is occurring within a wider setting of…
· The background to this issue includes…

	How did this occur
· This occurred as a result of…
· A major contributing factor was…
· This can be explained by…
· This may have been influenced by…
· This developed due to a combination of…
· Another factor that may have contributed is…


	What are the limitations of this?
· However, a key limitation is…
· This approach is restricted by…
· One weakness is that it does not…
· This may be less effective when…
· A significant drawback is… because…


	What is the main point/problem/topic to be explored?
· The main problem being addressed is…
· The key issue explored here is…
· This work aims to examine…
· The central question is whether…
· The topic can be summarised as…

	How has this changed over time? 
· Over time, this has changed from… to…
· Historically, this was viewed as…, but it is now seen as…
· This shift may have happened because…
· One influence on this change is…
· This change reflects wider developments such as…
· Overall, this shows that… has evolved due to…

	What does this mean?
· This means that…
· In practical terms, this suggests…
· The overall meaning of this is…
· This highlights that…
· This can be interpreted as…


	Where does this take place?
· This takes place in…
· This issue is most evident in…
· This is happening within… (e.g., schools, healthcare settings, workplaces, communities)
· This occurs in the setting of…
· This applies specifically to…

	How does this work in theory
· In theory, this works by…
· The underlying principle is that…
· This is based on the assumption that…
· This theory suggests that… leads to…
· This is influenced by factors such as…
· However, the theory may not account for…

	Why is this important?
· This is important because…
· This matters as it impacts…
· This is significant due to…
· This is particularly important for…
· This issue is important as it influences…



	Who is this by? Who advocated this?
· This idea was proposed by…
· This approach is commonly associated with…
· This theory was developed by…
· This policy/initiative was introduced by…

	How does it work in practice? (Why? What influences this? What else?)
· In practice, this is applied by…
· This tends to work effectively when…
· However, in real-life settings, challenges occur because…
· The success of this approach depends on…
· This highlights the gap between theory and practice, as…

	What are the implications?
· One implication of this is…
· This may lead to…
· This could result in…
· This has wider implications for…
· If this continues, it may impact…


	Who are involved?
· The main stakeholders involved include…
· The people directly involved are…
· This includes involvement from…
· The groups participating in this situation are…
· Those responsible for implementation include…

	What is missing? 
· A missing factor in this discussion is…
· This argument does not consider…
· One limitation is the lack of…
· This may be missing because…
· This omission affects the overall understanding because…
· Including… would strengthen the explanation by…

	How convincing is the argument?
· Overall, the argument is convincing because…
· This is supported by evidence such as…
· However, the argument is less convincing because…
· This viewpoint is persuasive as it considers…
· The argument could be strengthened by…


	Who is affected?
· This affects…
· Those most impacted by this include…
· This has consequences for…
· This may particularly affect…
· This impacts both… and …

	What is required to make this work? (Why? What else?)
· For this to work effectively, it requires…
· A key requirement is… because…
· This depends on…
· Successful implementation relies on…
· Without…, the approach is unlikely to succeed because…
· In addition, it would require…

	How successful is it?
· This has been successful in terms of…
· The success of this can be seen through…
· However, success is limited because…
· This is only partly successful as…
· Overall, its success depends on…



	Who might be interested?
· This topic may be of interest to…
· This is relevant to…
· This may be particularly important for…
· This issue has implications for…
· This is significant for professionals working in…

	How does this compare/contrast to…? 
· This is similar to… because…
· In contrast to…, this approach…
· A key difference is…
· This difference may be explained by…
· Although both…, only…
· Overall, this comparison highlights…

	What recommendations are there?
· Based on this evaluation, it is recommended that…
· A key recommendation would be to…
· To improve this, it would be beneficial to…
· It would be advisable to…
· This could be strengthened by…



	When does this occur?
· This occurs when…
· This typically happens in situations where…
· This is most likely to occur during…
· This arises at the point when…
· This tends to happen under conditions such as…

	What other options are there? (Why? What influences this? What else?)
· An alternative option is…
· Another approach could involve…
· This may be preferable because…
· The choice of option depends on…
· This option may be more effective in situations where…
· However, it may still be limited by…

	How and where can this be applied?
· This can be applied in…
· This approach is most suitable in contexts such as…
· In practice, this could be implemented by…
· This would work best where…
· This may be applied effectively if…



	When is it appropriate?
· This approach is appropriate when…
· This is most suitable in cases where…
· This may be effective if…
· This is particularly relevant when…
· This should be used in situations where…

	What would happen if ‘x’ happened? (Why? What influences this? What else?)
· If … happened, it is likely that…
· This would result in… because…
· A possible consequence would be…
· However, the outcome may vary depending on…
· This scenario highlights the importance of…
· This suggests that… is a key influencing factor.

	What can be learnt from this?
· One key lesson from this is…
· This shows that…
· This highlights the importance of…
· A key takeaway is…
· Overall, this demonstrates that…



	
	Useful connector words
· This suggests that…
· This implies…
· This indicates…
· As a result…
· Therefore…
· Consequently…
· This can be explained by…
· This is influenced by…
· A contributing factor is…
· This highlights…
· This demonstrates…

	What should happen next?
· The next step should be to…
· Moving forward, it would be useful to…
· Future action should focus on…
· This should be followed up by…
· Further investigation is needed to…


	
	
	Strong evaluation phrases:
· Overall…
· To a large extent…
· To some extent…
· On balance…
· Arguably…
· This is justified because…
· This is supported by…
· This is limited by…
· This depends on…
· A key strength/weakness is…
· Therefore, it can be concluded that…
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